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A Study of the Musical Techniques of Kamigata Kabuki
in the Middle Edo Period:
Based on Analysis of “Kabuki Daicho Shiisei”
and the Theater Guide Books

MAESHIMA Miho

The purpose of this study is to examine the musical techniques of Kamigata Kabuki in the middle
Edo period by investigating “Kabuki Daicho Shiisei” from Hoei 7 to An’ei 9 (1710-1780), in compari-
son with the theater guide books of the time.

Through my investigation, I found out that, while about 100 musical techniques named
Hayashi-mydmoku were observed by 1750, their number increased dramatically thereafter: 250 new
musical techniques appeared after 1751. Moreover, not only the varieties of instruments, for instance
mokugyo, conch, and bell used in Kamigata Kabuki theaters increased, but also the new sounds, in-
cluding the sounds of a gunshot, frogs’ chorus, and a baby’s cry, were adopted after 1751. It means
that the manner of musical effects in Kabuki plays changed gradually into more realistic sounds, add-
ing new musical techniques to the basis of Noh instruments and Shamisen music. Besides, I examined
the first appearances and transitions of musical techniques such as Sugagaki, Zen-no-tsutome, and
Togaku.

The musical techniques used in Kabuki demands further detailed investigation, including the analy-

sis of the theater audience’s tastes and the patterns of musical effects preferred by each playwright.
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