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Analyzing the Circumstances Surrounding Students from The Tokyo Academy
of Music and The Tokyo Academy of Fine Arts Being Sent to World War II:

For the Purpose of Recording and Archiving

HASHIMOTO Kumiko

Research has been conducted on a variety of musical aspects of performances and compositions,
as well as the state of education, at The Tokyo Academy of Music in relation to World War 1I.
However, a much more direct connection that could be studied, between the school and war, would
be the recruitment and enlistment to the army of both the student body and the teaching faculty. The
historical reality of students being separated from their school to serve their country at war, students’
daily activities being interrupted, and students losing their lives needs to be preserved and transmitted
to future generations. Those students and teachers, from The Tokyo Academy of Music, who were
called to arms, especially those students whose names are not recorded on the graduation lists due
to never returning from war, have been generally overlooked by researchers. Even the records of
these students attending school are scarce at best. If nothing changes, these students’ existence will
disappear from all records and be completely lost to time. Therefore, as an essential addition to the
history of this school, the same attention and recognition needs to be given to those students who died
in battle, whose deaths remain unclear, as well as graduates active after the end of the war. This paper
focuses on those students who were called to join the war effort, and documents 11 students’ names
and general information on school life who died in battle.

In Bulletin No. 43, 2018/03 for the faculty of music at The Tokyo University of the Arts,
the author of this paper tentatively recorded the full names and positions of 49 attendees to the
provisional graduation ceremony for those students departing for the war front on November 15th,
1943. This paper will expand on that research and reveal the situation of the students’ enlistment
and demobilization, as well as the results from a variety of studies. For example, the percentage of
enrolled boys at The Tokyo Academy of Music that were voluntary enlistments, forced recruitments,
as well as killed in battle after enlistment has been surveyed. This paper confirms that there were
twice as many boys as girls making up the total student body. An examination and digital archiving of
the school’s registry has been conducted on the student body of The Tokyo Academy of Fine Art for
the first time. From these results is has been confirmed that there were 3.6 times more males students
within the art school than the music school. Furthermore, twice as many art students were recruited
than music students. However, 14% of the students from both the art and music school died in war.

From this point forward the goal is to clarify the number of student in each academic year, majors
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and distinctions. For the first time it is possible to draw a picture that reveals the characteristics of
each student that died during the war. Unearthing and clarifying students who died during the war 70
years ago will not be easy. However, the university needs to publicly record the lost reality of students
caught up in the war. If the university continues to take on the responsibility for the recording and

archiving this information, what has been historically lacking can finally be repleted.
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