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Observations Following a Classification of Programs
at Yachiyoza Performing Arts Theatre in Kumamoto Prefecture, Yamaga City:
Musical Genres that Resonated in the Local Theaters of the Meiji, Taisho,

and Pre-war Showa Eras

TSUKAHARA Yasuko

Yachiyoza Performing Arts Theatre, a nationally designated Important Cultural Property in Kuma-
moto Prefecture, Yamaga City, is a Kabuki-style theatre constructed in 1910 that was equipped with a
hanamichi (a raised platform that connects the back of the theatre to the main stage), a rotating stage,
masuseki (tatami-style box seats), and gallery seats. From its opening in 1911, it was a multipurpose
space that in addition to being used for theatrical and musical performances, was also used for every
type of assembly and address. Yachiyoza is not only a performance theatre but also an extremely valu-
able source of preserved documentary materials related to scenery, props, and theatre operation.

In this article, the music that resonated in the Yachiyoza Performing Arts Theatre from between
the 1910s and 1930s is investigated through one of the above-mentioned documentary materials, the
Yachiyoza shiishi keisan sho (Yachiyoza Statement of Income and Expenditures). Using this docu-
ment, the programs are classified into the categories of theatrical performances, musical performances,
assemblies, presentation conferences, other, and unknown. As a result, it has been discovered that the
music that most resounded in the halls of Yachiyoza was a mixture of genres and a blending of Japa-
nese and Western styles. This differentiated it from the music of the Teikokugekijo (Imperial Theatre)
which opened in Tokyd in the same year as Yachiyoza, 1911, and of the Sogakudd, the first music
hall in Japan which was established at the Tokyd Music School in 1890. The materials of Yachiyoza,
being as they are a means to observe at a fixed point the whole of music in a particular region, are ex-

tremely important objects of historical music research.
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