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A Methodological Study of Music as a Required Subject:
Focusing on the Longitudinal Approach of Harmony and Solfege

TAKAHAMA Eriko

In Japan, music was ordained as a required subject in the old educational system of 1872. Based on
school districts, which was adopted the old educational system, two music programs were formulated:
“Shoka” (literally means, to sing songs) in elementary schools and “Sogaku” (literally means, to play
music) in junior high schools. True music education started when the Institute of Music, founded in
1879, began to arrange songs to be sung in schools, referring to Western music. Since then, music ed-
ucation has continued until the present with many variations, while remaining a required subject.

Although all Japanese study music for nine years in the current compulsory educational system,
there are still many musical illiterates. Moreover, even in music colleges, which are supposed to pro-
vide specialized education, deep concerns have arisen that student’s basic music skills, such as reading
and writing scores, have decreased. This most likely results not from issues with the specialized edu-
cation but from defects of music education as a required subject.

The Institute of Music gradually became specialized and was soon reorganized as the Tokyo Music
School. However, the institute originally laid the foundation for modern music education by examin-
ing Western music, arranging songs, and training educators. To fully consider existing issues in and
the prospects of compulsory music education, it is useful to investigate the substance of the institute’s
educational projects. This paper focuses on “collection of elementary school songs (three volumes)”
from the perspectives of harmony and solfége for music education at school. Developed from scratch,
the course, in which solfége and harmony are deeply associated, directly reflect theories of Western
music and is systematically ordered. Given these facts, this paper considers exemplars of music edu-

cation at school and highlights how a teacher training course should be.
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