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Towards an Archivisation of Wartime Records and Memories of
the Tokyo Academy of Music:
an investigation of the ‘Student Departure to the Front’ and

the performance of works by students killed in action

HASHIMOTO Kumiko

In this essay, a study is undertaken that reports the progress and current status of both the
research methods and preservation of the documents of the conscription (the so-called *Student
Departure to the Front’) of the students of the Tokyo Academy of Music, which took place
between December 1943 (when the war against the British and the US broke out) and August
1945 (when the war was lost). In relation to this, a concert ‘Messages from the Students Killed
in Action’ took place for the 130th anniversary of the establishment of Tokyo University of the
Arts. This involved, as a showcase, a performance of works by students killed in action, to
increase awareness about the repeated process of the collection, preservation, and public release
of documents - with all of these activities being interrelated.

In the case of Tokyo University of the Arts Faculty of Music’s wartime predecessor (the
Tokyo Academy of Music), like other higher-education institutes all over Japan, students who
reached the lower age limit for conscription were called to duty - a so-called ‘Student
Departure to the Front’ took place. The public records of that time and interviews with
alumni of the Academy are collected in the Tokyo Geijutsu Daigaku Hyakunenshi Tokyo
Ongakugakkouhen Dainikkan. However, these records are fragmentary, so the exact situation
of the time cannot be comprehensively grasped. Until now, the following had not yet been
investigated: 1. At that time, how many boys were matriculated in the Academy? 2. In
December 1943, how many students were drafted all at once for the ‘Student Departure to the
Front’? 3. The basic facts and information from the wartime period until the end of the war,
for example getting a grasp on exactly how many students were called to duty.

In 2015, the author accepted the requests from newspaper companies, television broadcasters,
and bereaved families of the war dead to research the enrolment records and activities of two
students who had died in the war. Taking this opportunity, the need to look into the drafting
of students of the Tokyo Academy of Music became apparent to me while preparing a
systematic investigation of this since last year.

This essay consists of:

1. Research report of the drafting of students of the Academy
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1-1 Records relating to the students who are the subjects of the research

1-2 Documents used in the research

1-3 The calculation of the total numbers enlisted, and the numbers killed in action

1-4  An estimation of how many students attended the ‘Provisional Graduation Ceremony’ (15 November

1943) due to leaving for military service, and the names of these students

2 . The wartime-era Tokyo Academy of Music as depicted in the concert

3 . The number of male and female students enrolled in the wartime Tokyo Academy of Music preparatory

course, teacher-training course, and the Hogaku course

4 . Questions of how can the information on the wartime era of the Tokyo Academy of Music be

transmitted?

5. What and how did the newspapers and television programmes report on this?

In terms of research results, it was found that, during the war, 352 male students were
matriculated in the Academy; it can be confirmed that 48 of these were conscripted in
December 1943. The name, department, and course of study (piano or organ, for example) for
each student have also been identified. The changes that occurred in each of the concerts after
the start of the Pacific War in 1941 until after the 1943 conscription of the students are
discussed. The number of male and female students has also been made clear. The number
of male and female students who entered the teacher-training course (shihanka) until this time
was around the same but it has become clear that, in 1944 and 1945, the number of male
students was extremely low, in contrast to the high number of female students.

Also, a summary of how the concert ‘Messages from the Students Killed in Action’ was
reported in the newspapers and television programmes has been completed, including consider-
ations of each of the main characteristics and trends appearing in their coverage. In addition,
the problems that occurred and ideas for the future in relation to the sharing of archival and
university documents with mass communication media companies and journalists are also
evaluated.

Lastly, to make further progress in the collection of documents of the students who died in
the war, the need for further public concerts from now, and the public release of recordings and
scores is highlighted. This could help to reach wide audiences, increasing the chance of
finding new information and documents (such as scores or class notes) from people related to
such students who died during the war. As the optimal method for achieving this, the creation
of a series of continually interrelated activities is recommended for the collection, preservation,
and public release (including holding concerts and the release of recordings, etc.) to encourage

further collection, preservation, and the public release (or performance) of such documents.
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