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Music Concerts Performed by Japanese Musicians during Colonial Korea:

A Study on the historical influences on Korean western music

KIM lJiesun

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the roles of music concerts performed by Japanese
musicians in colonial Korea. This will be accomplished by surveying articles and advertise-
ments on these concerts from Korean newspapers at that time.

The music concert held by Koreans in the 1910s mainly comes from church, students of
girls’-school, mission school, etc. According to Kim Young Hwan (4;7k#), there were
mainly vocal music such as solo or chorus and the music concerts held by these schools were
of standard level. A full-fledged music festival celebrated by Koreans is said to be participat-
ed by a professional musician, Kim Young Hwan, who had experiences of studying music in
Japan in 1919. Ewha Women’s College Music Department was founded in 1925. Since the
1930s, more Korean musicians were studying in Japan, Europe and the United States and
began to play in Korea’s musical scene. However in the 1920s, famous musicians around the
world including the Japanese, performed in Korea. Music concerts performed by these
musicians included performances such as violin, cello, piano, and music concerts of sym-
phonies in Korea. Korean Music concerts held after the 1930’s were characterized by having
many vocal and violin performances, solo performances and string quartets since there were no
opera groups or symphony orchestras at that time in Korea.

Japanese musicians who performed in Korea were Kaneko Yanagi (JI3f 1), Toshiko Sekiya
(B4R +), Kousaku Yamada (1LIHI#4), Yoshie Fujiwara ()5 £{1), Tamaki Miura
(=iHER), etc. From this, many music concerts were performed by the best Japanese musicians

active in Korea at that time. Most of these concerts were organized by the publishers of
Mainichi-Shinpo (4 H H1 (3#7)¥#%) and Keijo-Nitpo (34 H k) newspaper. Japanese musicians
who performed music concerts in Korea were often vocalists. They sang in many solo
concerts. Many of them were from Tokyo Music School (BT #E#%) and had experiences
of studying abroad in places such as Germany and Italy.

The classical music concerts performed by such talented Japanese musicians were experi-
enced mainly by highly-educated elite Korean students. Highly-educated elite Korean stu-
dents, including the Japanese students, politicians etc. in Korea, learned Western music through

singing and music education in schools under the educational policy imposed by the Governor
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General of Korea. This made it possible for Koreans to understand western art music better.
As a result, it enabled Korean students to enjoy these performances.

In consideration, the articles and advertisements in “Mainichi-Shinpo” newspaper show that
the Korean educated elite were active consumers of Japanese performed concerts though their
thoughts on the concerts are varied. These concerts can be seen not only as influential to
highly-educated Korean students but also a means of shaping the Korean musical scene at that

time.
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