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This dissertation focused on a personal percussion player of Nong—ak, folk drumming and
dance in Korea. There are few previous researches of personal players in Nong—ak studies, partly
because Nong—ak is obviously a group performance and researchers have not focused on individual
players. Another reason is that Nong—ak originally came from ritual music of village festivals so
people tend to consider that all Nong—ak tradition is based on regional communities. Personal
players are treated just as a part of genealogy of local tradition in those researches. The
purpose of this thesis is to know the great variation of rhythms in Korea through analyzing
musical characteristics of an individual player and his/her role in the tradition

The subject of this study is a female gong player Master Na Gum—Chu, who was born in
Jeolla-South province, 1938. She became a member of ‘Yeosong Nong-ak Dan’ (female Nong-ak troupe)
in late 1950s. Before the appearance of this female group, Nong—ak was played only be men. This
female band started to build the tent theater and had performances of drumming, dancing, and
played Korean opera. They moved from a city to city and became popular. Influenced by this team,
many similar bands were made in 1960s. Master Na Gum—-Chu has been one of the most successful
leader player of the female drum band

In the first chapter of this thesis will show the cultural background before the appearance
of female Nongak bands, and also showed how Master Na became to join the group. Especially, the
relationship between female Nong-ak group and female opera group (Yeosong Guguk Dan) will be
examined.

The second chapter analyzes the personal characteristics of the gong play of Master Na
People often say that her play is quite ‘professional’, ‘accomplished’, ‘soft’ and so on. In this
chapter, specific musical characteristics of the group play of ‘Pan—kut’ and solo performance of

‘Puppo— chum’ will be analyzed through the notation of sound and rhythms of the gong play.



Third chapter discuss on the practical matters around the inheritance process from Master
Na and her disciples.
Through these analysis, the role of an individual player in the tradition of Nong-ak will

become apparent and also specific musical characteristics of the player will be revealed
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