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BHAROWHCTH D . BRIEIN, 4272 RE»ELNE > 7oty BRBBOKRELH#EITH
FDALNL o7z, L L20004RCIE, IOV RIESALIH OB E 255 RIEL TWw b L 5 2
571255, HBOBEH L LT, 20034F127 7 > Di%ZEH, 20134F 12 [~ 7 2| AR 2
PR DM ACEEICBFR I NI LR ELRNA LR -727E5H 9, 7N T RITE - T
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The Modernization of Kyrgyz Instruments:
From the Soviet Era to the Present

UMETBAEVA Kalyiman

The aim of this thesis is to make a comparative study of the, at present, commonly performed
komuz and the past komuz that Zataevich Aleksandr (1869-1936) described in his research,
while also examining the transitions and changes this instrument underwent. This research is
based off of interviews conducted in Bishkek, Kyrgyz with Aidyraliev Suragan (1956-), a
craftsman of komuz, from 2011 to 2015 and indicates that traditional instruments have been
used to create a unified identity among the Kyrgyz people in order to overcome cultural
changes during the reign and after the fall of the Soviet Union.

Zataevich Aleksandr is the first person that studied the music and instruments of Kyrgyz in
1928. 1In his research he stated that there were only three instruments in Kyrgyz; komuz, kyl
kyyak and temir komuz. He also indicated that the other traditional instruments in Kyrgyz
were not native to this country but instead introduced by neighboring ethnic groups. Today
there are less than ten traditional instruments that are still played, and some of these instru-
ments have been revived or modernized since the Soviet era (1917-1991) causing radical
changes to the musical tradition in Kyrgyz.

From interviews with Aidyraliev Suragan, it is clear that by the end of the Soviet era
Aidyraliev had revived and modernized a choor (pipe), chopo choor (ocarina) and sybyzgy
(flute), as well as devised a komuz that could be separated into pieces which is still commonly
used today. These instruments are now used as “new cultural objects” that represent the
people of Kyrgyz today in both domestic and foreign performances as well as in the music
educational curriculum of Kyrgyz.

In conclusion, I examine the revival and modernization of instruments which were once
disused before and after the collapse of the Soviet Union. I reveal that these instruments
became an essential tool in Kyrgyz in order to overcome hard times that the people faced after

two revolutions within the same decade.
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