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On Koizumi’s Minyo scale:

Considering the folk Shamisen music in Tohoku region

MIY AUCHI Motoya

In this study the distinction between 2"¢(Koizuni’s Miny0 scale) and 4" yo scale is discussed.
A pentatonic scale without semitone interval is called a yo scale. Today there is no classifica-
tion of yo scales; therefore I have made my own classification and divided them into 18t 274,
3rd 4th 5thyp scale.! A pentatonic scale with semitonal intervals is called an in scale.
Miyakobushi scale is one of them.

While there have been considerable disagreements among researchers since Meiji era on how
to define the yo scale, there have been no such controversies about the miyakobushi scale.
The reason for these disagreements is because yo scales often lack a strong tonality and have
been very difficult to separate from each other.

The most common disagreement is between the 2" and 4" yo scale. Koizumi Fumio
cleared up some of the confusions between the yo scales. He classified the Japanese pentatonic
scales by an idea he called nuclear note. However, he could not resolve the confusion
between the 2"¢ yo scale and the 4™ yo scale. Koizumi, through the observation of folk music,
identified these two yo scales and denied the existence of a 4™ yo scale. However Otzuka
Haiko made objections to Koizumi. She, through the observation of classical Shamisen
music, also identified these two yo scales but denied the existence of a 2% yo scale.

In my opinion, 4® yo scale exists. Because in classical Shamisen music there are quite often
modal interchanges between the miyakobushi scale and the 4" yo scale while there are no such
changes between the miyakobushi scale and the 2"? yo scale. However it is too naive of those
two researchers to omit the difference between these two genres, folk music and classical
Shamisen music. In this paper I discuss inconsistencies of their logics and the difficulties to

distinguish these two yo scales.

1 15t by scale: CDF G A, 2" by scale: D F G A C, 3" by scale: by scale, 4™ by scale: G
A CDF, 5% by scale: ACD F G.
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