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Formation of Kaju Norisugi’s View of Social Education in His Adolescence:
Study of His Junior High School and High School Days in Ishikawa Prefecture

HASHIMOTO Kumiko

Kaju Norisugi* (1878-1947), who served as the principal of Tokyo Academy of Music
(Tokyd Ongaku Gakkd) from 1928 to 1945, is regarded as an important person in the
educational history of Japan’s modern society. By investigating mainly his junior high school
and high school days in Kanazawa city in Ishikawa prefecture and by revealing his student life,
school traditions and the period backdrop, this paper considers the effect which his adolescent
years had upon the formation of his educational philosophy and aims at contributing to reveal
his school management focusing on social education.

The paper consists of following articles.

I . The origin of Norisugi’s philosophy of social education: his infancy and elementary

school days in Toyama prefecture

Norisugi’s birthplace is Shinjuji, a temple of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in Toyama prefecture.
The temple, which was constructed as a permanent sermon space in the early Edo period,
served as the center of culture and learning for people of the local community. It appears that

the origin of Norisugi’s ideas about social education lies in Shinjuji.

II. Norisugi’s leadership and boosting national pride: his junior high school days in

Ishikawa prefecture

This article traces from Norisugi’s first year of junior high school in Kanazawa to his
graduation. At the time, Kanazawa was a military based city which had the 9*" Division, one
of the infantry divisions of the imperial Japanese Army. The environment is thought to have
had no small impact on Norisugi’s future vision. When he was in junior high school, he got
other students together to establish the student council, which reminds us his work performance

in his later years. He made the veledictory speech titled Our Worth as Human Beings.

III. Excellence in both academics and sports, his self-governance: his Daishi High School
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days

Norisugi learned at Daishi (the fourth) High School. In liberal arts department of the
school, he studied with excellent teachers. He was good at both studies and sports and
enjoyed a fulfilling student life. As he was a student with a belief in religion and a strong
sense of justice, he asked himself what he should do to reform social ills. In a speech meeting,
he gave a speech titled The Degradation of Life, in which he admitted his own powerlessness

and talked about his cosmic view.

Norisugi’s way of thinking about education is as follows: (1) Education should be for the
entire nation. (2) Schooling is an important part of education. (3) School education should
be open to the community and society. Norisugi’s unique theory of social education consists
of these points, whose origin lies in his life in Shinjuji. Moreover, through his school days
in Kanazawa, he began to consider the role played by education, education opened to the
nation, and school education opened to the society. It is assumed that his will to support the
nation, which was also brought up in Kanazawa, was carried out in his duty as the principal

of Tokyo Academy of Music in his later years.

* In Tokyo Academy of Music, there are some documents in which Norisugi’s first name was

written as Kazu. His family calls him Kaju.

—144—



