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Musicaliconography at The Cave Temple of Gongxian

HIGUCHI Akira, GAMO Satoaki

At the Gongxian Prefecture in Henan province, China, during 6" century A.D., the cliff had
hollowed out into The Cave Temple of Gongxian bracketed by music player figures carved out
of the rock wall. In Cave I, III and IV, the music player decorated on the under side of the
rock wall. They are respectively playing musicalinstruments counted twelve kinds such as

followings:

Idiophone: Batsu

Membranophone: Taiko, Yohko

Chordphone: Koto, Biwa, Genkan, Kugo

Aerophone: Yokobue, Tatebue, Shoh, Haishoh, Horagai

There musicalinstruments were quite carefully carved out by sculptors. This enabled to
know the musicalinstruments structures and how to play them in the 6'" century. In the caves
in western part of China, there are the flying apsarases carved out on the upper side of the rock
wall. They look like dancing in heaven. On the way expressing flying figures. It expressed
in the idea of heaven in Buddhism. However, the music players at The Cave Temple of
Gongxian were carved on the lowest side on rock wall. The position transfered from upper
side to the lower side that means the royal court and rulers were already become sinonized.

The music was not used to the way of admiring the heaven — it embraced the royal court
with enthusiasm. As considering on the decorative transformation in the style of musicalin-
struments, Han folks’ musicalinstruments were shown to be carved out in that cave of

Gongxian.
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