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The Resignation of Musicians from the Gagaku Department of the
Imperial Household Ministry (Kunaishd Shikibushoku Gagakubu) in 1897 (Meiji 30)

TSUKAHARA Yasuko

This paper focuses on the resignation of musicians belonging to the Gagaku Department of
the Imperial Household Ministry in 1897. First of all, to understand the background of the
resignation, the change within the official system and pay level of the musicians, as well as the
musical activities of the Gagaku Department in the 1880-90s, are examined. Second of all, the
negotiation process between the musicians and their superiors in 1897, up to their resignations,
is investigated. The main results are as follow:

(1) The position and pay level of the musicians were generally reduced by the administrative
reforms in the 1880-90s. Gakudd Hozon Shikin (the subsidy for the traditional families
involved in the transmission of gagaku), which commenced in 1884, was a powerful incentive
for the musicians to bring up successors, but it was not enough to support their families’ living
expenses.

(2) The activities of Western music became more active than gagaku, internally and exter-
nally, out of the Gagaku Department in the 1880-90s. The musicians were frequently request-
ed to play and teach Western music outside of the Gagaku Department. In addition, they
composed ceremonial pieces for the Army and Navy, as well as songs for the national holidays,
which were sung at public schools. The melodies of these pieces and songs represented a
transitional style with a mixture of gagaku originated scales and western ones.

(3) 1In 1897, when several young musicians resigned from the Gagaku Department to change
their jobs, the other musicians realized that this was a serious crisis for them. In June, they
began to negotiate unitedly with their superiors, demanding the revision of their official
positions and pay level, but at the end of November, they understood that they could not expect
a response. Therefore, at the beginning of December, most musicians handed in their resigna-
tions to their superiors, but within a few days, they were persuaded to withdraw them.
Although the whole revision of the Gagaku Department was not fulfilled at that time, the
musicians would have acquired substantial results by the 1910s, which they had demanded

previously.
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The case study of musicians of the Gagaku Department in modern Japan is very significant,
not only for the study of Japanese music history, but also for the study of the other Asian court

musics that had virtually extinguished.
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