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Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.
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Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.
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A Study of the Late Medieval Polyphonic Mass:
The Case of Two Gloria-Credo Pairs by Guillaume Legrant

ENDO Kinuho

The early fifteenth century has generally been described as ‘an unfruitful period’ in the
history of the polyphonic Mass by modern scholars, who strove to identify the unifying features
in the movements that constitute Mass pairs and Mass cycles. The manuscripts from the early
fifteenth century contain many ‘irregular’ Mass pairs and cycles in which no musical links exist
among the movements. Those pieces have received little attention in the previous studies as
being mere ‘scribal’ pairs and not reflecting their composer’s intentions.

Modern editors often arrange the order of the pieces, making the musically related pieces
adjacent, even though they never appear as a pair in the manuscripts. However, the modern
criteria for assessing the relationship between two movements of the Mass may not seem to be
reflecting a valid picture of the pairing practice of the early fifteenth century. The ‘irregular’
manuscript pairs presented in the manuscripts deserve reconsideration.

This paper focuses on the ‘irregular’ Mass pairs, and attempts to revaluate their significance
in the history of the polyphonic Mass. Examining the copying status and the musical style of
two Gloria-Credo pairs by Guillaume Legrant, the author suggested the following two
hypotheses. Firstly, the ‘irregular’ Gloria-Credo pair by Legrant that survives in the manu-
script Bologna Q15 and the Canonici Codex may have been assembled by the composer or by
a performer at that time. Such ‘irregular’ pair constitutes a significant part of the early
tradition of the polyphonic Mass settings; probably, a main concern in forming Mass pairs was
to create a contrast between the different characters of the texts of the Gloria and the Credo.
Secondly, the close musical relationship between the Gloria and another Credo by Legrant,
that are copied separately in the Gloria section and the Credo section of the Aosta Codex, are
suggested from the fact that they are placed in the beginning of each section. The layout of
the inner voices of the two movements in the manuscript differs between the Gloria and the
Credo, which indicates that they were copied independently from two different sources.
However, the order of the pieces in the gatherings suggests that, at some point, the two
movements existed as a pair.

While a new trend of creating musical links between two movements gradually emerged in

this period, musicians continued to form ‘irregular’ pairs, contrasting different characters of the
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Mass Ordinary texts. The present study shows that various approaches to forming Mass pairs
are actually presented in the early fifteenth-century manuscripts. Viewed from this perspec-
tive, the early fifteenth century should be revaluated as a significant turning point in the history

of the polyphonic Mass.
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