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An Image Strategy of Media Conglomerate:
Pop Bali and Inspired Local Identity

FUSHIKI Kaori

This paper is a trial to show the political intensioin of the media conglomerate on popular
music. After the collapse of Suharto Administration, a number of new TV stations were
established in Indonesia under the liberalization of the media. A Balinese local media
conglomerate Bali Post also established a new TV station called “Bali TV”. It was the local
identity called “Ajeg Bali” to be proposed for social reconstruction of the confusing society,
especially in a provincial level, by the mass media. Bali Post used newspapers, radios, and
television to promote “Ajeg Bali” and inspired the people. Furthermore, they took up Pop
Bali that was local popular music as one of the important representations of “Balineseness”.
Therefore, they have begun to support the Pop Bali related activities strongly. Various kinds
of Pop Bali that were also included the music such as punk, death metal and so others, that
linked the underground music scene in Indonesia, were supported in their activities. Such
music was named as Alternatif. Historically, Pop Bali concerned deeply with local politics.
Pop Bali Alternatif has also deep concerns with local politics and local cultural policy. One
of the examples is a case of the song “Kisah Puputan Badung (Puputan Badung Story)” that
was sung by Triple X. The song was launched at the year of 2006; the 100 year anniversary
of the Puputan Badung incident. Bali TV broadcasted the music video clips frequently to
promote and inspired the self-consciousness of “Balineseness” for the Balinese and emphasized
the “otherness” and “uniqueness” of the “Bali” in The Republic Indonesia. Indeed, many
young Balinese followed the opinion and views of the intellectuals through their musical
activities. Now, however, it may be the time to change the attitude of mass media. In 2008,
there was a formal cultural event of prefectural level government in Denpasar city. The event
was totally broadcasted and supported by Bali TV, but there was no mention of “Ajeg Bali”
from the view of the provincial level. 1In the event, we could see only the “A4jeg Bali” that was
imagined by the previous mayor of the “city”. Nevertheless, the mayor becomes a deputy
governor now, what happened to the “Ajeg Bali” related insistences and the direction of the

view of the Bali Post conglomerate ?
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