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A Study of the Music of Today’s Kada-tsukemono
in the Shoryo-e of Shitennoji Temple

KONDO Shizuno

Shoryo-e, a Buddhist rite with bugaku dance of Shitennoji temple in Osaka observed in
order to praise the virtues of Prince Shotoku who founded Shitennoji temple in 593 A.D., is
held every year on April 22. It is a brilliant Buddhist rite that is musically rich. It includes
in its program not only shomyo (Buddhist chants) sung by monks but also gagaku music and
dance of various kinds. During Shoryo-e bugaku is performed by Tennoji-gakuso Garyokai,
a group that has inherited the bugaku of Shoryo-e, which was designated an important
intangible folk cultural property of Japan in 1976.

Sorai-kada (gatha in Sanskrit), shomyo that is sung at the beginning of the rite, takes the
style of tsukemono performance. In other words, it is accompanied by wind instruments: sko,
hichiriki and ryuteki, with one player playing each instrument. Shoryo-e is the only rite
among the annual events of Shitennoji today in which there is tsukemono (accompaniment) to
shomyo. Even among various rites observed by different sects of Buddhism in Japan today,
similar examples are rare. For these reasons, it is very valuable.

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the transmission of Sorai-kada and its tsukemono
based on a study of the performance at the Shoryo-e in 2008 and supplementary investigation

made after that.

Results of investigation and analysis

1. Melody of Sorai-kada: Although there is no indication of pitch on the shomyo score used
by the monks at Shoryo-e, a live recording made on that day shows that the shomyo was
sung in banshiki-cho (mode on b) and that the notes composing the scale are b, #c, d, e, #f,
#g, and a.

2. Melody of tsukemono: Tablature for Shoryo-e used by Garyokai indicates only the #su-
kemono tablature of oshiki-cho (mode on a). Regardless of the pitch of shomyo, it is
always performed on this mode in recent years. Theoretically, the scale of oshiki-cho
consists of a, b, ¢, d, e, #f, and g but in reality #f is played as f on hichiriki, which plays
the main melody, and the use of juncture tone f-e-a appears often. Ryuteki and hichiriki

are played according to the tablature mentioned above, but today sho is played on a
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different tablature from that of the above. In other words, aitake (chords composed of 6
notes) is used instead of itchiku (a single tone melody) in order to amplify the volume for
outdoor performance and the code is changed partially in order to fit the melody of
hichiriki.

3. Although from the point of view of the musical content of tsukemono in this Buddhist rite
the pitch matches that of the shomyo in parts, by principle it does not follow the melody
line of the shomyo. 1In this sense, it is closer to tsukegaku (a performance in which an

independent music is played at the same time as the shomyo) than a tsukemono.
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