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An Investigation into the Ties between Shoga of Nohkan
and Its Actual Sound Produced

MORITA Toki

It has been pointed out so far that shoga of nohkan was strongly tied with the actually-
produced sound based on it. However, the extent of the restrictions and the process of its
formation had not been examined.

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the present status of musical transmission on
nohkan through clarifying the process of forming the restrictions between shoga and the
actually-produced sound based on it. First, I revealed that the strong relationships between
shoga of nohkan and its real sound have been historically built up, comparing to the history
that the musical technique of Isso school have been established. Then, referring to the current
transmission of the Isso school on the basis of such historical progress, I found out that, in a
phase of creating new performances, some barriers have been caused by the binding of shoga
and possessed the adverse effect of losing shoga completely, while traditional transmission had
a strong binding which was reluctant to admit the freedom of relationships between shoga and
its real sound.

The current situation that shoga doesn’t combine with the real sound as before apparently
seems to be unique. However, it may be impossible to summarize it as unique, based on the
consideration of this thesis that historical progress existed in relationships between shoga of
nohkan and the real sound.

Today’s situation is similar to that of the age before 1600, when musical technique had not
been established; the ideal sound existed and in order to embody it, s#0ga music and fingerings
were newly created.

The craving for breaking down the current inflexible situations might be regarded as a
philosophy which would be able to return to the late Muromachi Period, when shoga and the

real sound had not yet been firmly connected with each other.
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