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“Eight Ban” transforming in Chinese traditional Koto

MAO Ya

So far in Chinese National Music, we always call “Beat” as “Ban”. “Eight Ban” is the
basement of rhythm format. Since long ago from ancient times, the “Eight Ban” is widely
used in China. Its structure theory is “Eight Ban” forms a little chapter, 8 chapters become
a tune. Meanwhile base on the 4 little “Pai” add in the fifth little chapter theory, so the tune’s
structure is “848+48+8+412(8+4)+8-+8-+8”, in and other word, such tunes are base on the
structure of “8§ X8+4=68". Then base on the said rhythm, pluses instrumental ensemble, then
it become “Bamboo In River south”, “Lyre and Books in Shan Dong”, “Ancient melody in
Zhongzhou” and so on, all these tunes are widely developed and are also called as “Eight Ban
Type”. Ever since 1948, because the performance of national musical instruments became a
part of school course, the solo form was also fixed, the “Eight Ban Type” became solo from
Eensemble, and thanks to it, the tradition can last.

But in the school education, the course has little to do with the traditional tune structure
theory, the disequilibrium of the technique and the theory in course leads lots of problems.
With the time goes by, “Big Eight Ban”, “68 Big Ban” and “Big Ban” such important names,
with their relevance to each other, are all ignored by not only the learners, but also the teachers.
Since then, as a researcher and soloist, I know it is time to fix this problem and inspect and
verify the “Eight Ban Melody” again.

This research will first verifies the archetypal structure of “Eight Ban” according to two
books that initially recorded about “Eight Ban”, collected scores of string instruments
(handwritten copy, 1814) and pipa score (handwritten copy, 1762). Then the music books
will be reused and melodies from 2 main schools of “Shandong” and “Kejia” will be taken as
examples to verify how to expand the archetypal rhythm of traditional Koto melodies. This
treatise consists of 5 parts, preamble, documents about “Eight Ban”, basic structure of “Eight

Ban”, the change of “Eight Ban” in Koto melody of different schools.
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