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The Turkish Five and New Turkish Music:
Ahmed Adnan Saygun’s Bozlak

HAMAZAKI Tomoe

The founding years of the Turkish Republic were characterized by reforms in every sphere
including music along the lines of a modernizing, Westernizing, and nationalizing strategy.
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, who established the Republic in 1923, considered music to be one of
the integral components of the new Turkey and made intensive efforts to create “new Turkish
music” for the new society. Ziya Gokalp, a sociologist and nationalist, suggested that this
new Turkish music called “milli musiki” (national music), be created from a synthesis of
traditional Turkish folk music and Western harmony. His proposal was supported by
President Atatiirk and became a part of the music policies of the Republic. Five Turkish
composers of the early period of the Republic known as the “Turkish Five” were expected to
create new Turkish music based on Gokalp’s idea. Among the members of the Turkish Five,
Ahmed Adnan Saygun was considered the symbol of Atatiirk’s music reform, and he admitted
that his composition Bozlak was a typical example of his attempts at composing the new type
of music. This article attempts to examine how this “new Turkish music” has been actualized
in Saygun’s Bozlak, an orchestral piece composed for a baritone.

An analysis of Bozlak reveals that Saygun harmonized “bozlak,” a Turkish form of folk
song, without changing any of its standard characteristics such as phrase form, poetic structure,
rhyme, and rhythm patterns. Saygun also used the sonority of baglama, a Turkish traditional
long-necked lute commonly used as a solo or accompaniment instrument in Turkish folk music,
for his Bozlak, incorporating arpeggios into the orchestral accompaniment and emphasizing
the sonority of the perfect fifth. These facts indicate that Gokalp’s idea of new Turkish music
was fully realized in Saygun’s Bozlak. However, at present, the Turks do not seem to be
familiar with his Bozlak. One of the possible reasons for this is the peculiar style in which
it is performed; Bozlak is performed on Western instruments and sung “bel canto” without the
subtle voicing and ornamentation peculiar to traditional Turkish folk songs. Saygun un-
doubtedly succeeded in creating “new Turkish music” on the score of Bozlak, but such a
musical work, harmonized and performed in Western style, is not very popular among the

Turks.
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