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What “Messa intiera” means for J. A. Hasse:

A Comparative Study of the Manuscripts of the Mass in E flat major

OKOUCHI Fumie

Johann Adolf Hasse’s Mass in E flat major, is the only one of his mass-settings that is entitled
“Messa intiera” on the title page in his own handwriting. The aim of this paper is to reveal
what “Messa intiera” meant for Hasse through a comparative study of eight different manu-
scripts of the work.

The results can be summarized as follows:

1. According to Miiller, in his thematic catalogue, Mus.A 144 and Mus.A 144b were housed
in the Konigliche Privat-Musikaliensammlung in Dresden. I have found out that they are
now cataloged under numbers Mus. 2477-D-2-3 and Mus. 2477-D-1 in the Sichsische
Landesbibliothek — Staats- und Universitétsbibliothek Dresden.

2 . The Dresden autograph is a fair copy in Hasse’s own hand, not his composing score.

3 . The hand-copied part of the Milan manuscript was made by a copyist in Venice. On the
other hand, the autograph part, Sanctus and Agnus Deli, is Hasse’s composing score.

4 . Dresden copy (Gloria) dates before the Dresden autograph.

5 . Dresden copy (Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei) and Berlin copy are almost identical and I
found out that this Berlin copy was made by a copyist in Dresden.

6 . Mass in E flat major was commissioned by Kurfiirstin Maria Antonia and one can assume
that the Dresden autograph was the presentation copy.

7 . By adding Kyrie and Credo to the existing Gloria (in the Dresden copy) and the Sanctus
and Agnus Dei (in the Milan manuscript), the Dresden autograph, namely the “Messa
intiera” was completed, and this was then reflected in the Dresden parts. Subsequently, it
is thought that the mass was also performed with an added motet and this is reflected in the

Viennese parts.

Hasse called this work “Messa intiera (complete mass)”, but this study has shown that in fact
it was compiled from movements of different origins. For him, “complete mass” did not have
to be music composed from beginning to end for an occasion, but it just had to exist as a
“complete mass” at a particular moment. This will throw a new light to the image of the

“complete mass” in the eighteenth century.
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