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Editing ‘Shin-Kakyoku’ (1931) at Tokyo Music School

SAEGUSA Mari

The present study focuses on ‘Shin-kakyoku’ (1931), the new song suit, while clarifying the
activities of Shoka-hensangakakari, a school music editing unit at Tokyo Music School at the
beginning of the Showa era. This study aims to reveal the meanings of Shin-kakyoku.
Numerous recent studies have addressed Monbushyo-shyoka, a music school approved by the
Ministry of Education, but the activities of Shoka-hensangakakari have not yet been examined.

My research revealed that a few attempts had been made at experimental composition in
Qunihiko Hashimoto’s works, and by Eitaro Katayama in ‘Shin-kakyoku’, which promoted
many lied composers at the time, and resulted in a form of Shyoka that was different from
Monbushyo-shyoka. This study also reveals how the composers attempted to uncover new
Japanese Shyoka and Lieder. Thus, although ‘Shin-kakyoku’ was officially published as a

music textbook, it was, in fact, a suite of artistic Lieders.
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