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A Study of the Harmonium Industry in Kolkata

OKADA Emi

In India, the economic growth and social change triggered early 90’s economic liberalization
exert an influence on the domestic musical instrument industries.

The domestic Harmonium industry is growing rapidly for the last decade, because of an
export increase for U.S. & U.K. and other countries with Indian immigrants. However,
exceptionally and unfortunately its industry in Kolkata (ex-Calcutta) fell behind the times,
though it kept the best quality harmonium and its great skill by many master workmen.

This study focus its industry in Kolkata and clarify it from following points; 1) the historical
view of process of the local improvement and diffusion of Harmonium, 2) the material view of
features in a Kolkata-made Harmonium and 3) the social view in a merits and demerits of its
manufacture.

The First half part surveys a historical context; firstly a globalization of French Harmo-
nium industry and its influence in India in late 19th century, and secondly the earliest Indian
harmonium that improved in 1886 in Kolkata with support of local intellectuals. Thirdly I
focus the suppression of Harmonium by the national broadcast at between 1939-1971 by the
reason of impossibility of microtone and portamento, and then lastly the musicians lifting up
Harmonium culture through an individual technique.

The Second half part describes the localization of present Harmonium industry in Kolkata
comparing it to Mumbai and Delhi’s manufacturing. At products, Kolkata industry created
additional functions like scale-changer, wood coupler and also improved the reed board and
keyboard mechanism at the purposes of its better sound quality which is suitable for both
North Indian classical Music and the Rabindra Sangeet. And at the side of sales and
distributions, the export growth of its industry in Delhi with a huge international market

recently causes a big gap between Delhi and Kolkata.
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