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Takahiro SONODA as a musical educator

YAMASHITA Kaoruko

The aim of this study is to clarify the achievements of Takahiro SONODA (1928-2004) from
the viewpoints of the music education. He is one of the pianists who are representative of the
Japanese musical world in the postwar period, and his reputation as a pianist is famous.
However, his profile as a piano teacher is hardly ever disclosed.

At first, I made an overview of his life history of learning and teaching the piano music and
explained his musical ideas. Then I had semi-structured interviews with three pianists who
had studied under SONODA.

Based on their statements and books written by SONODA himself, I consider what and how
he intended to convey to the younger pianists. The results are as follows: 1) SONODA’s
musical philosophy was influenced by Sergiu CELIBIDACHE'’s ‘musical phenomenology,” 2)
his teaching philosophy was to show how the younger people should approach the music and
the European cultures, 3) he chose not only the teaching materials but also the teaching
methods like model performances, gestures and verbal communications according to the
students’ age and ability. So I concluded that his greatest contribution as a musical educator
was to show how to encourage creativities of Japanese young pianists practically.

Through this study, I found that we have to inquire into the process which the pianist
approach the music and the cultures. In this instance, I could not examine the process how
SONODA made musical disks and revised the musical scores. I am going to examine them

to reveal his musical and educational goals in the near future.
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