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Keizo Horiuchi the Producer:
An Experiment at NHK in Vastly Increasing the Public’s Receptiveness of

Western Music

MURALI Sachiko

Keizo Horiuchi (1897-1983) made a great contribution to the popularization of Western
music in Japan. His work covered a wide range of activities such as writing reviews,
composing music, translating lyrics and teaching. This paper focuses on his work at NHK,
Japan’s national public broadcaster, between 1923 and 1933 to reveal what sort of policies he
had when creating programs to popularize Western music among the public through radio.

Horiuchi’s purpose in broadcasting Western music on the radio was to give young people
something they would easily understand and find familiar. Therefore, Horiuchi believed that
what would be good for the public, who did not know about Western music, did not
necessarily have to be complex and highbrow (such as orchestral pieces or opera). Instead,
he used “excellent substitutes” as a way for the public to experience something they could
readily understand while getting a good sense of the atmosphere the pieces had. Furthermore,
Horiuchi broadcast lectures on Western music to refine the sensibilities of his listeners so that
they could listen to good music.

Horiuchi’s work indicates a change from initial radio broadcast policy. Although from the
start his radio broadcasts stayed consistent with this policy in that they played a leading role
in cultural enlightenment and had a heavy focus on Western music, Horiuchi thought that the
Western music broadcast at the time did not take the public’s situation into consideration
because it relied heavily on teaching listeners about orchestral music. However, he also
believed that if he did not make the public more mature listeners then they would not warm

up to it, so he thought that popularizing Western music was the first step to take.
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