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aliquorum diversorum cantuum sonantia secundum modum et secundum aequipollentis sui
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per aliquam rectam mensuram, ut dictum est superius, scilicet cum aequipollente, cui se
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rectam concordantiam et perfectam.”
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Rhythm of Magnus liber organi

HIRAI Makiko

Manuscripts of the Notre-Dame repertory contain a block of two-part organa called Magnus
liber organi. This block is considered to have three rhythm patterns: organum in speciali,
which consists of a sustained tenor and an organal voice in free rhythm; copula, which has a
sustained tenor and an organum in modal rhythm; and discantus, whose tenor and organal
voice are both in modal rhythm. The interpretation of the rhythm of organum in speciali is
highly disputed, owing to the ambiguity of the few treatises that describe its notation. This
paper addresses this issue by not only reexamining these treatises but also looking into the
scanty evidence of the performance practice at the time.

First, the function of organum in a procession is studied. ~An analysis of thirteenth-century
processionale, a manuscript describing the procedure of procession, reveals that organum was
sung by two, four, or six singers at the destination of the procession. Because it was not sung
during the march, the impact of steps on the rhythm was not needed to be taken into account.

Second, the number of the organal-voice singers is examined. Previous studies have
assumed without firm evidence that the highly improvisational and virtuosic organal part
should be sung solo. However, this paper illustrates the possibility of more than one organum
singer by offering a new interpretation of the obscure phrases that classify organum in speciali
into organum per se and organum cum alio. Early studies believed that organum cum alio
indicated a three-part organum, while Roesner proposed that these were only conceptual
categories. However, each of these interpretations has its inadequacies. This paper suggests
that organum cum alio could indicate an organum sung by more than one singer, thereby
presenting the possibility that its rhythmic regularity was changeable depending on the number

of singers.
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