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A Preliminary Study on Koshoku Enma Kabuki

SUGIMOTO Kazuhiro

This brief article focuses on the first volume of Koshoku Enma Kabuki (1709) written by
Nishizawa Ippuu. The work comprises six volumes and the first volume was newly found.
This volume tells us that the author is truly Nishizawa Ippuu and that the original title of the
work which is usually known as Yakusha Sayogoromo (1717) is actually Koshoku Enma
Kabuki.

The volume has the following three characteristics: an anticipation for the first Nakamura
Shichisaburou’s first anniversary of his death, a device in which many dead players portray
roles in hell, and a story based on the battle between the Great King Yama and many dead
samurais in Sayoarashi (1698).

This paper provides bibliographic information on the volume and focuses on its use of

kabuki and Sayoarashi. A transcript of the volume is presented in the final section.
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