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Georgios Lambelet (1875~ 1945) and his views of ‘Greek’ folk music

SATO Ayaka

Georgios Lambelet (1875~1945) was the first Greek composer to write about creating a
Greek national music by utilizing Greek’ folk music as a source of inspiration. He proposed
his idea on the matter in 1901. But due to a subversive upheaval in Greek society, the Megali
Idea, which dictated the Greek state and its national projects, collapsed because of the Great
Fire of Smyrna in 1922. By the next year, the compulsory exchange of population based on
religion was agreed on between Turkey and Greece, forcing many Orthodox Christian refugees
to escape to Greece. Some of them could not communicate in Greek, which was the most
important factor for the rise of Greek consciousness in the establishment of the Greek state.
Thus some people from the mainland Greece doubted the refugees’ Greek identity itself,
although they had identified with them as the same Greek Orthodox Christians before the
collapse of the Megali Idea.

In 1928, Lambelet re-elaborated his idea of a Greek national music, though his view of
‘Greek’ folk music had changed considerably. Originally, he did not regard the melodies
collected in Smyrna as authentic Greek music. But now he showed his more comprehensive
attitude to those kinds of melodies. In a sense, he seemed to try to be more scientific in his
idea. However, the melodies that allegedly originated in Smyrna or Asia Minor would decline
under the Metaxas regime’s policy for music (1936-1941). In Lambelet’s work, published a
few years before the establishment of the regime, we can detect another slight change in his view
of ‘Greek’ folk music from the one he elaborated on in 1928. This change is very interesting
when comparing it to the main current in the 1930s. In this way, this article aims to examine
the gradual changes found in Lambelet’s views of ‘Greek’ folk music through analyzing his

main three works.
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