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Banquet music and dance in 16" century Korea as depicted in Jungchubu

jungsuyeon gyehoedo, preserved in Tokyo University of the Arts Library

UEMURA Yukio

Tokyo University of the Arts Library holds a hanging scroll entitled “Jungchubu jungsuyeon
gyehoedo” (“Chustfu Jushuen Keikaizu” in Japanese pronunciation) (£ #3#768.9/G47-9).
This picture has been transmitted as one of the properties related to Mingaku (music from
Ming Dynasty China), which Ongaku Torishirabesho (temporarily renamed from Ongaku
Torishirabe Gakari) purchased from Oga Atsuyoshi and Mitamura Kajuro in 1885. However,
this picture was proved to be a Korean gyehoedo (a genre painting that commemorates a social
gathering) painted in 1558 or later. It is a significant material from the viewpoints of both
Korean art and music history, because it is one of the few existing works painted before
Imjin-waeran (Japanese invasions of Korea in 1592-1598) and it depicts music and dancing by
ten male musicians and two female entertainers.

This paper aims to examine music and dance performed in small-sized banquets in late 16"
century Korea through analyzing the iconographical elements in this picture. Results of the
examination are concluded as follows:

1) Almost all of the attendants depicted here are the high-class yangban aristocrats that
belonged to the sarim faction, which began to dominate Korean politics since the later 16"
century.

2 ) Four members of the fourteen attendants were over 70 at the occasion of the banquet. Tt
means that the gathering was also celebrating their long lives.

3) The banquet depicted in this picture was a royally granted one (sayeon) accompanied with
which second-ranked music and dance, according to the prescription of Akhak Gwebeom
(1493).

4) Musical instruments depicted can be interpreted as 1 dang-bipa [lute], 2 geomungo (or
gayageum) |zithers], | bak [clapper], | gyobanggo [drum], 1 janggo [hourglass drum],
1 piri [reed pipe] (or chojeok [leaf whistle]), and 2 daegeum [transverse flutes]
respectively. One instrument at the right end is unknown but assumed to be a haegeum

[two-stringed fiddle].
5) Comparison of the work with other existing pictures that represent similar social gather-

ings in the late 16" and early 17" centuries reveals that numbers of musicians and their
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instrumentation were not always strictly fixed.

6) Using female musicians and dancers in the court banquets gave rise to a continuous
controversy among aristocrats throughout Joseon Dynasty Era. This work reveals that
performances of female entertainers were generally permitted and used in small-sized

banquets such as sayeon during King Seonjo’s period.
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