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Painting a picture of illness

— Is it possible to raise disease awareness through art? —
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abstract

This paper traces the purposes for which paintings featuring illness as a motif have been created from the Middle
Ages to the present. By examining how these purposes have evolved over time, it explores the contemporary
social utility of the author's paintings, which focus on diseases. In recent years, the author has been producing
paintings based on diseases that are candidates for designation as the designated intractable diseases by the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and has presented them on social media and various media platforms. By
investigating the reasons and ideological backgrounds behind depicting illness in each period, as well as the
religious and social meanings of contracting illness, this paper aims to clarify the social impact of the illness—
themed paintings. Based on these considerations, it hypothesizes that it is possible to raise awareness of diseases
through the author's own contemporary artworks depicting illness.
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