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Artist and Researcher Collaborations in the Long-term Creation:
In the Case of the First-half Process of Asia-crossing Art Project TERASIA (2020-)
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abstract

In the Asia-crossing art project TERASIA : Theatre for Traveling in the Age of Isolation (2020-2024) , one of its
founding members, Yukari Sakata, and a theater scholar, Rina Tanaka, have uniquely collaborated in terms of
methodology to study artistic creation. This paper offered a thick description of how they collaborated by 2022 and
analyzed how it affected the way each was involved in the project. Taking responsibility for their various tasks
between the project in progress and their day jobs, Sakata and Tanaka practically challenged a convention of
mutual non-interventional relationships between an artist and a scholar. Tanaka defined herself neither as a creator
nor an external investigator but as a self-reflective participant-observer. On the other hand, Sakata reaffirmed the
importance of the person who supports the creation by continuing its objective observation and feedback.
KEYWORDS : theory-practice, collaborative research methodology, performing arts
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