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A Study on the “Preservation” of Music Culture in Modern Japan :

the Importance of “Music Culture Archives”
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abstract

This paper considers the preservation and succession of music culture through the keyword “archives”. “Music
culture archives” are important as a comprehensive concept that includes historical materials, music materials, and
music activities. This thesis discusses why they are important and how they can contribute to music culture.

For example, Hisao Tanabe’s (1883-1984) efforts preserved Korean court music in the Taisho era and Kasho
Machida's (1888-1981) research on Japanese folk songs from the Showa period contributed to the creation of new
works. In addition, this paper confirms not only the significance of “music archives” as an accumulation of
completed works, but also the importance of “music culture archives” that includes the creative process and
performances, and what happens before the works are released and the surrounding context.

This thesis also focuses on the scores of “Orpheus” used at the Tokyo Academy of Music in the Meiji era and
reports the survey results. This research demonstrates that archives play an important role in the preservation

and succession of music culture, and that the materials and information preserved by archives can be utilized in
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education and research. Archives sometimes create new meanings and values beyond “preservation”. Archives can
have inherently creative potential through education and research.

Key words : modern Japanese music, archives, Tokyo Academy of Music
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