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Abstract

This paper explores the innovation process Kyo-yaki (Kyoto ware), a historically long and deeply-
rooted tradition which has continued to grow well into the 21* century, underwent not only from
an aesthetic perspective that focuses on its techniques and artistry, but also from a business
viewpoint that considers it as an industry, investigating the birth of its market, while analyzing the
social climate of the time.

The relocation of the capital to Tokyo following the Meiji Restoration and the emergence of a
tendency to overemphasize Western culture that accompanied the country’s rapid modernization
badly affected Kyoto ware production. Nevertheless, its industry was successful in overcoming
the unprecedented crisis by redirecting its efforts towards a business approach that would expand
on the physical and chemical properties of ceramic which found their expression in the production
of ceramic insulators, for instance, and by becoming an active player in the Western markets.
Established in 1896, Kyoto Municipal Ceramics Experimental Station played an essential role in
the modernization of Kyoto ware production within both ceramic art and ceramics industry by
conducting technical research that focused on a chemistry-based approach, therefore breaking
away from the traditional apprenticeship system, and nurtured talented individuals such as
Shinobu Komori and Kanjiro Kawai.

The first part of this paper focuses on Shinobu Komori's activities revolving around Kyoto
Municipal Ceramics Experimental Station and his production of imitations of Chinese pottery in
Manchuria, and touches upon the emergence of a “ceramics appreciation/ceramics” trend in the
form of a new market that reflected the free-hearted atmosphere of the Manchurian Railway
Company’s Central Research Institute in the background.

The second part of this paper expands on the innovation and developments brough on by the
simultaneously antagonistic and harmonious relation between ceramic art and ceramics industry,
which represents the chore argument of this dissertation, by examining Komori’s endeavors in the
interior architecture of a variety of spaces — the imperial residence, noble dwellings, department
stores and beer halls — as well as his mass production of Western tableware incorporating Japanese
motifs, which mirrored the changes of consumers’ lifestyle and behaviors.

Based on the above case study, this paper wants to expose Kyoto’s unquestionable predominance
deriving from its dynamic duality of tradition and innovation, and elaborates on factors that
contributed to Kyo-yaki’s developments and that boosted its constant growth as both an art genre

and an industry.
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208
The meaning of a word is its use.

The same could be argued about a house or an artwork.

Forms of use are open to change: when we move through a space, we alter it,
and our engagement in a spatial

situation co—produces the content of that very situation.

As the sun moves across the sky, our perception of our surroundings is
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altered. The change may be small, perhaps only a tiny destabilization of the
knowledge we have already gained, but this dislocation is crucial to the way
we perceive and think. From the top of Yu—un House, Tokyo takes on a slightly
different spatial volume when the sun is setting and twilight is on its way,

from that at high noon.

Our actions are steeped in memories and expectations that blend into what we
see, feel, think and do. My personal trajectory differs from yours, which in
turn may be related, but not identical, to that of someone else

We measure spaces with our bodies, applying depth as we move from one point

to another.

In the courtyard of Yu—un House, distance is difficult to grasp when you
stand still.

Once you start to move, going up the staircase, going down, turning, turning
back, the coordinates of the courtyard are revised, the feeling of the
enclosed, yet open space is changed, and the glazed tiles resemble

sequins

They flicker like water shimmering in the sunlight.

The surface of the tiles functions as a plane of negotiation: as a guest to
Yu—un House, you must negotiate your movement in relation to the architecture,

and in relation to the light in the courtyard and above your

head.
Space is produced and reproduced through your bodily engagement
62 ” 0lafur Eliasson and the Vertical Panorama Pavilion in California” , TOPOS
Magazine

https://toposmagazine. com/olafur-eliasson-vertical—panorama—pavilion/
2022 49 A 15 A&
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