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T4 — 7 IEREFHEL 72, O TR TE 200N ICR 724D
K&7-brx B, s aEOlL 2B imE A LT, fE3l, e LTo
VES DS (flower funeral—cattle-) TH 3., (|4 16)

2) EEO

DY) —XDEPDOEHTH S (origin as the flower funeral) (X 17)
. (e EGO] ~oFSEREZHKE LERTH 2, BHENAREFESIR
ALBEZL 079, NMEITFaM - EHEgE0EL, REICHEEL 2, R
LTCDEZNICE DR WEPICR272THA I D, Iﬁﬁﬁ:/—\@%& [ QRG] -
B INWE, 7 u, K2, BABIE, EF. BRFoMBEICX L., Emak
ONTBDORHIRTH D, ZNIEADIRIHETH % B?lﬁ%:lﬁtv O N T3
Ceb B LTHY., FRbmESS I ZRETH DL EHE R T,
AMEFBEFEOEL WIEBEREZFROENLREDHTCHE L AT v T L —
ANDHHERFIC, HROIETTE 726 %2 FRJ72EMTH 5, flaid 2 25, K
1oﬁ$m;$§kx7/7»&—»kimbftFE&LT%%Qw%iﬁH
EANEEDLNTVE, ATV TAEZ=VABRANBALEEDLATEL INT
X7z, L L, REFAEICX Y, HEE - HET 2 HEEZ RO L AL 72, 4
77 vy X = Ui ENCRIE X 2 E 2 STAEN TR X DR nE
DM B E—DOD 572, *FAIZ DREICHELZZ T, ZALDEARVEEZH
ATz ZTNIZOLDENTTE EE LT, e N roDit, XV iEL [EHED
D] 2FF222THY, NELTLTCOEEARILETH S LKL, YD TIHHE
W% TR 2T AICITEEL ETCIREDI I BENLEH-72THAH, D
TR EES TCIMBICELA TR BRESE L3 TH 5,
ZZICEMBRERFEELZCEZERL TS, SNAaEOEICE [EED
F| OBWLSD B A, AIEICEWTIL, 27/7»&—»A@@§ﬂ% L7 B
DL T3 & TELAENRERBEL 72,

3) At~ &

HEREWIRE T AT LICBWT RAREEBIEI SN Tn2, ZOHTYH
b HITlE R, DB AAEYTORTEEZRET 2T Tldhw, EYzik
5 LTI L VD bOBNTH L, EEE, HEE P ELILOBVITICH L TED
HEBEH2LEZ T2, 2y FORIIGTE T —< L LT, *y FOHERLZE
F— 7 IZHIEL T 2 1EM DS (flower funeral -cat-) (X 18) {flower funeral -
Airedale-) (X 19) (flower funeral -Bulldog-) (X 20) (flower funeral -French

4 Ralph S Solecki [Shanidar : the first flower people] New York : A.A. Knopf, 1971.
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ETHIREIZEGICITE | BROBGPHR Z AT ay 7 2% d, F 7 Uitk
STLEIFHAZBLBVELWH HIEDODBE LW HDILH, 2L bAH
RIBDH 2, FICFEEROMHEBICHEWT [ ZHEICK LIS w X 5 ick
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MO Y L OBEfE L IIRIMETH 5, RORERtES 1T TFE ] % @ i 24 L.

[FE] Zttict o T[] L LTEMTTLE S 2 biE, Zothai 132

EEITEILIFEARILETHD, LarL (5] & [4E] 3REAKRTH B,

[(WZZE2 T idmEzHY I T2 I EKRTHL L%, Lop D
HEEL R TWER W, EERME ZLICX V. 5% Lo WV EE R ITNIER S v
DTHDb, DYV FNTmBI3HEd M CE 228, Fife L TR+ 2 2 & JE
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ZHEUET, WERDVBEREZRZENICT— o1 lzEL =mzES L] &
WO BKOAREZESHML, ZomEPRICEZIIFHICEMNTLILE2E-T
DOV, BEE W) PRKANBRZMTERITLICEID, T— P 2L AAH
bAELILE WH)HEHELMELZHEMECTE 2D TII WS 5 b,

4) FHDOEEM —flower funeral-deer—

JeE ) b D& ER L, MFaz2HlfE L T 5 & RGHRICHSR L T CRE D
Hb, TN LA EZFGIRF, BL AP AR ETE ) LTHRFFLHBAHTT 4
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N, FHURICEE A BB BBA T T o2 X S I8 2 3, 3 —1 v SOEHRRHE
LCHADLHE R EEE CERENT WS L Iic, EMEMSDFHEEVELD
HFCERWBEREFE LT E /2,

LU, SHAER, BERREL, BROBERDMHINTE T D, o
EEL WS TR ARV LD ) FHOMEEL I FEHBEL 5, TR
IR D D FHE WD D ODEEESENLTE TS EEZDS, L2b AR
FHEM A Y LEMEEFOFEL»BHELTCLEY, ZoFEMFIRA Y LE
HZ DY 1980 FAKRI D & 1990 FAAHFHIC 21 T, & & ot 3 6 e 2 &
LCEFHHTH 5, 5biclEichk s 08 1995 aF IS E 2/ T gy U v SifE
THb, BEMATH o2 L o THEBHMBE VO b DAIEF IR wH DT
HDEVIOHIRBFEXZF T LT, FFICEATH L AABTEMINLTLE ST
FDX) B AITEIZ L o TC LTI eRETHRALWVWERLZDTH
e SFHEVIDDIFIXRT—bDEWVHEREPEZOTOLNE ZonlTE D
ol D THROAKICEWTH, KRIIFEITETHZ 27 ) A<w 2%
EH, REEFRICRICT 22 RAI DB b ZDHI>BD—~ATHY, HHFD
TEREEHE I ZEZ TN,

L2l 20X A THRAIIEZ 2 LT EROTIE ARV 2 LEZ T
5o Bk L7 X S ICHARBRRPRECREHEI N2 L LTH, HARADERIIZD S
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THES KWL, BHE RO E LA CHIEICHET 2 2 6B TERd o7z, Bo
FRCHDBELLOHADZBERIHMEL Ty, ZORERITEE D S EDF1H
HTw7d It 22, WRREEZIRKT2Z0EICLEITONTE A, LV
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BZTA NN ERIZEALETHEIBIETI R, ZOEZZ Lo ) HEL
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M WVWIEREREVBRTOTH DL, £ FTHLRIALAEZWVI LT L THEMH
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T T v AREBICHE EFoCTwnE, TEU Lo E2AEAB T &
TELZDFEEEZTWS, FfEREL 3L 2R T3FHL —IREL 3 &
CABRBHY, REDELB PV ARREBEIEVZL LTS TH2XELD 5 DD
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U % &R R E 2 v Cn iz, 203, BAR &S R RGAT ¢ v
I & o TR D B A 5, HEMMITIRIT & £ CiiiL B H R T, A
HEI A EYIL LCibh T w22 b Mo T3, eI it 2 & L 72
DA, M & 132, FATATERIELTW 2D, LW EMBE L, ko
ET B LIRETIE L, HELLHDOE LV DEFLZvord L
T\, 72RO BIEN I RSB D D L EZT-DTH B,

EEROAEmTH o =B 2 OfESGIELZ @ L CEMOTREEZE L. Ffe
MEXEILICERHELEZZE TEMoFPICARD TG Wbz RBIL, 2L
THYIE WIEF—T7%BLC, MOPEREEL7ZD0TH 5, T NIFHARSEFD
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E3E P-LERIE~—TE£E%E] & Material Maximalism (&

MIBRER) ] OXR

1. TREX] OREEZFXHENDS

[EAE| L IZ. HYBHARIHY b4 VAL —L a v EZITFTCELLE
BHTHY), LFEBVEFZ LI TELRERABT L EZERT S, AD
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2. TEE8%E) OREBAIZLOHSL
[HELE | OEFEE2I I T I v aT v 7 T52-0ICHBTEs25E L3
A28 L7 FADHHIBETEZ L o0 LE-ERIT 2014 Fi =ZHESEMLE T

pifiE & n7=Fpnl e Ty | iie Lo —HHa L 7 v a v —FR—] T
H5, ZDRDIEMNRERMOBEHEI L 74V T4 IR 2R, ZDBRANH=
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b 5 UL ORI IR L 2RHE) (/K = IGEEMTERRED < 5 (X 27),
Z DMES ISR CTHMENIC ., WIHHCIEDS FISIC X - Thid L Tw 3, A IC %3
i3 AES LAl ch s, L VDbIHZRIES & 2 AIFEE 72
WNIHDZEEITH A 9, IO TZ DIEME R, R »rN T & 138 b ks
> 77, EMFED R CIIE RS A b, Nl ALK L CHEEE T2 2 A TE
2o L L, X)) CARCTEELFEHRcZ2IC EE o, KMEL LA v REL
—vaviEBAR. BEETHEOY 4 XETH B, [HEEE] 2T 272
DIRRDY A XL LTHEEICh T2,

EETERE (FREF) T, BAL TV A HHERDIE D IAADBBETH D
T D 360 ERTABEICMEiT2L VWS 2 CIEAE| #ELATLTWE,
W 1T ) THRETILME (R R L ZRmE) 132 ) 7 Lici< Ewnwdr X, D XD
e L CRRBCTE 29 A X4 ) 74 CHEAEN AR itk [HE
EXIEFOHL WS, 2o25ioffmix R icky, AfFo THEEE] T,

SR - JAHERRSEAR - LK - BASRSERR - /MR T8 - SZAERERR - R R
- MR TR OMIERTT | BIR TE2 0 BIRT — b~ REFWIEHT 2017 4F
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(R LKW Oltx D9 4 XEFEFETH Y RS, V»olT 5 T (FHREF)
DX ICHEE CHEDE AR E 360 HEEI S TEET 2M0ELDH b LEZ T,

RIAERME LCHEHET 2201 Iave T N ohET 4 — 7%, BHEX
FTERT 272010, PDEI AT 0 A RERT 200850 EL 22, 4 X &
JAVT A FLCave e DBRIEICKY,. ET 4 —T7 2RI LEZE A
SN (K 28) V) ET 4 — 7 IfTEE VT, BT THALET 4 —
7 LTHhTARE (K29 28572, (IR LARL) Oifx z b Bkt
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fExED7-0ic, EEDOENAREOIEZ FEIC L CitkAaE CHl%EZ L 211
PRk & | B i Bl S T RE A B ISR ER A IR L 7z, SIS X D BN A E
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RIT 360 EEEXETEFT 2720 KEDOSNAEOILBHE L R 5,
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LN X VBRI R Y v o AR REICHIET 2720 Icfb L7z )
aVvRICH B, EFETCTELENREDLIC T TERFEEF 0.5m 12723 X
INCER % DT 5, ZNITEZENMEFHEE CTLE L THETE 52X 230, 5mm T
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A vdzrvaveyyEfn, 7y 72 2% FALTHL, TNTENREDIL
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DEo X THEAZE] 3. BIEICE > CTEEAERE o7z,

3. HENDEHEEMS Material Maximalism (B#MBEEE) ] ~

[Material Maximalism (FEMRRFEF) | L IZFADEFETH L, T DOFHEICH
HH9 % 720 1cid, AR (CRILMAE) 255 L K AT 2 0813 H 5, TIT/EHD
a2 v 7 MIEYIOEGIICH B, {mbibk W HIECcH 5 Mz FFichs
L TEHEEZ 0,

Z OHIWETLRRIZ. HRDIGHN a4 ch 2 BEKHFHZFHEG L -0 bikd
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BT2LLTRbNDELIIChoTz, TR DWE [TEavTLy 7R
DIRFE Y TH Y, ERLEPFEmIC»INTE 2, [ & LA
NpZ~DHEDHER L 7 o7z, BHREMICIE [T 28 T3] Ici~TE
AENHEPFHHE N o720, 20 [E2T] OXFIIERE LIRS
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Thesis Abstract
The Transferal of Life through
Material Maximalism

—Life, Death,
and Prayer—
Tokyo University of the Arts, Graduate
School of
Fine Art Research, Doctorate Program
Major in Fine Arts, Department of
Crafts (Metal Casting)
Kengo Takahashi

This paper discusses the artwork submitted as the artist’s doctoral dissertation,
Re:pray, which began the artist’s exploration of prayer as a theme and represents
a reevaluation and culmination of the artist’s identity, past concepts, technical

foundation, and personal experiences.

The paper is divided into three chapters. Chapter one discusses the ideas behind
the artist’s practice and the process by which those ideas were formed. It first
reexamines how the artist’s birthplace contributed to their identity and the “awe
for nature” that is key to the artist’s practice. It then classifies the artist’s past
works under the categories “Life” and “Death,” explaining how the “Life” group
of cast metal pieces were influenced by the works of Nobuo Tsuda and channeled
that influence into new animal forms. Meanwhile, for the “Death” group of cast
metal pieces, the artist discusses their “flower funeral” series and elaborates on
the concept of “collective beauty,” a term that formed the basis for the series and
is used to describe the transcendent techniques of Meiji era crafts. In doing so,
the artist identifies discoveries made through the act of imbuing semi-permanent
metal with the universal qualities of life and defines the metal casting process as
“an eternal prayer for living beings.” The artist then proposes the term “Material
Maximalism” to describe the methods they conceived, which take advantage of the
distinctive qualities of each material for the pursuit of self-expression, and traces

the history of modern crafts, in order to place their concept within that framework.

In the second chapter, the artist considers the integration of expression, technique,
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and material in their practice. The bronze works of Yin Dynasty China and the
artworks of Suzuki Chokichi are discussed as achievements that could only have
been realized through the “material® of metal and the technique of “casting”. In
the course of their work, the artist identified new potential in the techniques of
casting actual objects into metal and vacuum pressure casting, while also finding
material potential in aluminum. These discoveries enabled the artist to achieve a
historical first by successfully casting a super-thin 0.1 mm object, an achievement
that makes it possible to express the art of ikebana in a fully metallic form. While
discussing that process, the artist argues that they have strengthened links
between concept and methodology by repeatedly pursuing “greater consistency of
technique and expression,” increasing the expressive power of their work as a
result. The artist then summarizes the above by explaining that they consider the
metal casting process to be both a tribute offered to living beings and an attempt
to revive or reincarnate them.

The Third Chapter explains the concepts and production process behind the
artist’s doctoral dissertation piece. The artist argues that they realized “prayer”
was necessary for life after experiencing natural disaster. With regard to the
religious elements that had sprouted in the artist’s earlier works, elements that
centered on the worship of nature, the artist references anthropological texts, such
as “Climate” by Tetsuro Watsuji, and then argues that they have attempted to
elevate the primordial spirit of nature worship into the realm of art. During
exhibition, the artist conceived of an installation that had parallels with universal
ideas on life and death in both past and present, allowing for the artwork to
function as a return to the primitive concept of “prayer” for the sake of life in the
future. As this future is key to the exhibition’s conceptual framework, the artist
chose animal horns as embodiments of nature’s fierce majesty and set out to
realize them in physical form, so that they could function as objects of the
aforementioned prayer. While this practice required some sense of scale, it was
also an exploration of the limits of vacuum pressure casting, which is a process
that is not well suited to the production of large pieces. For that reason, the artist
calculated the desired size of the final work by contrasting it with the material
strength of the work’s thin-walled aluminum, as well as limitations in size imposed
by production volume, eventually settling on a size that was smaller than ever
before. While the size left many issues to address during production, such as
structure, durability, and how the object could be disassembled for shipment, the

artist argues that overcoming those issues made the experience even more
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valuable. While elaborating on the above, the artist then explains the project’s
evolution up to the point when the installation space was created, the ways in
which they improved success rates while increasing the size of cast objects, the
rate at which they successfully cast actual objects, their ‘living’ metal casts made
from simplified animal forms, and their ‘dead’ metal casts made by fusing multiple

forms in search of collective beauty.

In conclusion, by attempting to capture the vastness of nature through their
artworks, by pursuing a fusion of natural and material beauty through the casting
of actual objects and vacuum pressure casting, by capturing objects of “prayer” in
material form, and by further providing theoretical underpinning through this

paper, the artist argues that they have entered a new phase in their practice.
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