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The installation Zoé Schellenbaum has prepared in the lobby of the Tokyo University of the
Arts Museum of Fine Art has been a fascinating culmination of her research and her individually
developed way to communicate complex layers of perception of our existence as conscious humans
within cultural, social, historical, political, economic, geographic and spiritual structures
that are all in interdependence with the nature, the base for our being.

The lobby of the museum, a place of passage with multiple points of interaction for the visitor,
does not allow the classical relationship between audience and art work

Selecting this space for her presentation put emphasis on the transient nature of humans as

individuals, as ethnical, economical, political or cultural communities as well as a species

Within this space of passage, she placed a multi media installation, combining a multitude of
communicative channels into a composition that led every aspect of her research into a
manifestation through the dialogue with the audience.

Visually dominating the space was a triangular sail of several square meter that suggested a
textile character, although it was made as a single sheet of paper. Built on the Japanese
traditional method to produce ,washi“, she combined South East Asian natural fibers with the
remnants of Melanesian poems written on paper. Paper has been historically one of the signifiers
of cultural leaps. While it is traditionally made of fibers that grow locally, creating a
variety of different types and qualities of paper, it is a fully organic and natural product
Underneath the sail is the mold that was used to make the paper. The giant ,suketa” with its
triangular form follows the example of traditional tools of paper—-making while forming a boat
at the same time.

Within the ,boat® is a mirror holding a clay hemisphere, sending light rays to the ceiling
While the sail seems to give the boat the ability to move, it also forms the screen for a video
projection. maps, images, videos, sound and text turn the surface of the paper—sail into a

window of poetic projection of thoughts, impressions, emotions and memories.

The walkable spatial installation tells several stories that connect the audience to the
insight gained by the artist through her artistic research. While scientific research even
when done within an interdisciplinary setting has boundaries to the inclusion of topics and
needs to limit the field of investigation per definition, artistic research has the opportunity
to let a multitude of perspectives and investigative strategies combine to a holistic
representation of insight and understanding.

Zoé Schellenbaum combines in her artistic research the biographical connection to New Caledonia
with the historical research into pre—colonial and colonial past of the islands. The historical
connection between Japan and New Caledonia, maybe not so present in the collective consciousness
in Japan but vivid in New Caledonia, connects to her studies in Tokyo and her research into
the Japanese culture. While cultural identity is not only defined by oneself, but also by the
identification through the other, she is investigating the complex cultural, economic and
political relations between the European, the Japanese and the native islanders culture without

a predefined identity

The interaction and collaboration with colleagues in New Caledonia, allow her to engage in a



partnership and to share authorship in her work. She arrives in New Caledonia during her
fieldwork not as an anthropologist, but as an artist open to learn, to experience and to feel.
While her research includes topography, geology, anthropology and history as well, it is the

aim to build understanding through combination rather than judgement and categorization.

The opportunity for artistic research as practiced by Zoé Schellenbaum, to seek for serendipity
and to follow traits that show connections even when they cannot be described within one
classical field of research, allows her to reach into the cultural history, maybe unlocking

ancient connections buried deep within the collective memory

Walking through her installation, we are able to connect to he place, the history, the culture
and the suffering of New Caledonia while understanding that the remote, tiny islands are not
only a place to project paradise into, but one of the places where we see the problems of our
time like under a magnifying lens. We are given the opportunity to gain access to this
experience through the materials, the images, the text, the poems, the sound and the form. We
can get closer through the ratio, utilizing the text and the documentation, or we can choose
to follow our emotions when diving into the aesthetic of sublime display of insight into the

reality of the human within the complex net of interrelationship that constitutes being

The artistic work of Zoé Sélane Schellenbaum as displayed in the show of the doctoral program
of the department of Western painting is an outstanding example of the possibilities artistic
research offers within the wider cultural discourse. I fully support her being awarded the

degree of a doctor of fine art for her extraordinary artistic achievement
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