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Tokyo Academy of Music in the 1930s and the Japanese

Premiere of the Learning-play “Der Jasager”

NAKATSUJI Maho

This thesis investigates the Japanese premiere in July 1932 of “Der Jasager,” which is also called
“Yesman” or “The Yes-Sayer,” at Sogakudo concert hall at Tokyo Academy of Music (now the Faculty
of Music, Tokyo University of the Arts) and discusses it in relation to Japanese music education and
the actual circumstances of concerts in those days.

In the 1930s, there were major changes underway at Tokyo Academy of Music such as the
establishment of the compositional course and department of Japanese traditional music. The Japanese
premiere of “Der Jasager” in 1932 symbolized the progressive ethos of the academy at that time. This
marked the first opera presentation at the academy since “Orpheus” (Orpheus and Eurydice) in 1903,
and it is regarded as an historically and educationally important performance.

“Der Jasager” was composed by Kurt Weil using Berthold Brecht’s text, and the world premiere
was performed and broadcasted in June 1930 in Berlin. This piece is notable for two points: first, this
piece is an adaptation of the Noh drama “Tanikd,” and second, it is an example of the genre of school
operas or educational dramas, which is called “Lehrstiick” in German. Research on “Der Jasager” it-
self has been previously published, but this paper is the first detailed study that includes the perspec-
tives from Tokyo Academy of Music and the history of Japanese music education.

Therefore, this thesis focuses on the first performance of “Der Jasager” in Japan, as well as the rela-
tion to aspects of education and performance at Tokyo Academy of Music and also takes into account
the connection with Noh and the features of school opera. This thesis reveals the significance and ac-
tual performance circumstances by investigating and examining historical documents, such as descrip-
tions by the performance organizer and conductor Klaus Pringsheim, bulletins of Doseikai (Tokyo
Academy of Music alumni association), and critical articles published in music magazines such as
Ongaku Kenkyii (Music Research), Onagaku Sekai (Music World), and Philharmonic, and it also ref-
erences the performance records in the academy’s publication A History of Hundred Years of Tokyo
University of the Arts. Furthermore, this thesis clarifies educational issues such as the faculty members
and the content of the entrance examinations and curriculum at Tokyo Academy of Music at that time,
and also pursues the educational context in which the opera was performed and the impact on per-
formers, the audience and the academy as a whole.

This study discusses the historical aspects of educational opera in Japan and can contribute to the

elucidation of the actual situation of education at Tokyo Academy of Music in the 1930s.
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