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Life itself = Perspective of Social Practice
— Through the “Social Practice Seminar”,
Global Art Practice, Graduate School of Fine Arts,
Tokyo University of the Arts

IMAMURA, Yusaku

Today, when we talk about the social practices of art or art in society, that may immediately
evoke the image of so-called Art Projects, such as, community art or socially engaged art,
which try to utilize art for the sake of society. However, this seems rather a limited definition
of social practice. If we consider human beings as a social existence, art, an activity of a such
being, should also have a social dimension, which enables us to discuss the question of art and
social practice from a different perspective. This essay examines and proposes an alternative
view of social art practice, diverted from its common understanding, which usually treats it
merely as an engagement or intervention to the society with and within artistic practice. It
is a question of whether art itself, that is a “technology of life”, can be regarded as a social
practice. In the practice of each artist, in other words in their practice of life, the horizon
where life, society, and art inseparably connect emerges. This essay investigates these
questions through a close examination of the case study of artists’ social practices presented
in workshops at “Social Practice Seminar” at Global Art Practice, Tokyo University of the Arts.
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