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The Zen Priest T7oko’s Art and Theory of Qin: An Analysis of the Fifth Volume
of a Qin Music Book 7oko-kinpu Owned by the Kansai University Library

TORIYABE Teruhiko

This study focuses on how to evaluate the art and theory of gin of T6ko (1639-1695; Donggao by
Chinese alphabetic writing) in relation to the gin history of the Ming and Qing dynasties. For this
purpose, I mainly analysed the fifth volume of a gin music book, Toko-kinpu, which is owned by the
Kansai University Library. This is a new document, which was unknown to the music or scholarship
world thus far.

Toko was a Zen priest of the Caodong Buddhist school of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties in
China. After 1677, he stayed in Japan. In the music history of Japan, he is considered a pioneer of
reviving the gin tradition. He could not write a music book as he suffered from a disease. After his
death, one of his Japanese gin pupils, Sugiura Masanori, fulfilled his desire and wrote the music book
Toko-kinpu in 1710. Today, it is considered to assemble 760ko’s gin pieces.

Many pieces of his music, however, do not appear in Sugiura’s edition. According to my survey,
nine pieces appear in the new document in the Kansai University Library, including five mode pieces
of Dioao-Yi, namely Gong-Yi, Shang-Yi, Jue-Yi, Zhi-Yi, and Yu-Yi; and four lyric pieces, namely
Dongting-Qiusi (Meditation in the lake Dongting), Yugiao-Wenda (Chat between Fisherman and
Woodcutter), Hewu-Dongtian (Crane Dancing at the Sage Cave), and Feiming-yin (Swan Geese
Crying in the Autumn Sky).

For this paper, I referred to his pieces, which were rewritten from or embellished according to gin
music books of China, to find out the origin of his music. First, I extracted them from Sugiura’s
edition. Second, I extracted the ones from the new document in the Kansai University Library.

Based on these two analyses, I found that Toko’s qin music was derived from the books of Qin-shi,
Taigu-Yiyin, Boya-Xinfa (Qinpu-Hebi edition of Wangli era), Xinzhuan-Lixing-Yuanya, and Xiepu of
Qinxue-Xinsheng. That is to say, he mainly studied the tradition of the Jiang qin school as well as that

of Zhongnanshan and Baixia.
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