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ABSTRACT

Variations on Superposed Coincidences

Kim, Hyo Jin

Major in Metal Casting

Faculty of Fine Art

The Graduate School

Tokyo University of the Arts
Directed by Prof. AKANUMA, Kiyoshi

This study investigates the significance of research on the fabrication of
traditional metal crafts amidst the current inundation of modern arts involving
high—-performance software.

Due to the rather heavy connotations of the words: “traditional” or “casting”,
works produced in such techniques tend to be characterized under the notion
that traditional craftwork possess the tendency to bear the reputation of
traditionalism. However, the author believes that although the medium of
expression and the techniques of fabrication constitute traditional aspects to a
certain degree, the work largely exhibits the characteristics of contemporary
arts and crafts when completed. The fundamental reason behind conducting
research, in which the seemingly contradictory concepts of “Traditional
Technique” and “Modern Expression,” are foregrounded is closely associated
with the author’s pursuit in sculpture as an undergraduate and metalsmithing
as a graduate, eventually culminating in the decision to study further in Japan.

To a researcher of modern art and crafts, skill acquisition and intuitive
judgment serve as pivotal elements in the creation of artworks demanding
various casting techniques. These elements signify the fusion of the physical
body and the spiritual mind, distinct from other artistic domains. Namely, they
indicate the craftsmanship as symbolized as the “thinking hand” in ‘The Hand’
by Raymond TALLIS.

In the life of an individual, there are moments when one is driven into a
different identity, contingent on the roles levied upon oneself. For instance, the
author retains the roles of a foreigner, international student, housewife, and
guardian, in which she at times encounters unease. In the crafting process, the
fragile balance between the identities transforms into a wax prototype that has
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been altered according to the changing human body, eventually producing a
final creation after the application of numerous casting methods. As distinct
entities undergo the casting process form a single cluster, the sculpture
composed of the hovering, unsettled group epitomizes the author who has long
roamed overseas or the loneliness a wanderer bears within one’s departure
from home.

The essay comprises three chapters. Chapter 1 investigates the changes
occurring in contemporary soclety and various expressions of art apropos
other disciplines, such as social science and culture. This chapter moreover
discusses the numerous phenomena displayed by the author and author’s family
members as a consequence of encountering various cultures in their itinerant
lives, as well as the rationale behind the alteration in the author’s principal field
of study from undergraduate years to attaining doctoral degree with relation to
artworks and techniques of fabrication.

Chapter 2 examines the feasibility of casting as a medium of expression
regarding the associated materials and techniques, along with the procedure of
selecting and utilizing various types of wax and their respective casting
methods. For instance, precision casting and plaster casting is applied in the
repeated process of duplication and transformation of the human body as the
study will further expound. This chapter further notes the diverse properties
of wax subject to handiwork, including its capability to deform at high
temperatures, thus the potential of unrestrained expression, as well as its
possible aggrandizement in contributing to the Ceramic Shell Mold through the
“fabrication of prototype”.

Chapter 3 delineates the fabrication process of artworks through the
techniques of “duplication, transformation, repetition, combination, and stacked
configuration” in addition to an interpretation of <Forlorn Paradise>, an artwork
presented prior to the doctoral evaluation, with reference to the
interrelationship between a fortuitous complications of personal events and
circumstances of the times that have ultimately rendered the author’s artwork.
It is deemed that the pliability of casting, a delicate change in the surface,
cannot be substituted by any other mediums of expression and that this element
will empower the author’s research: Varzations on Superposed Coincidences.

Key word : bronze, ceramic shell mold, combination, duplication, metal casting,
plaster investment mold, repetition, stainless steel, transformation
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