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An Investigation of Tokyo Academy of Music during War Time:
Focusing on the Circumstances of Students from the Korean Peninsula

while Enrolled and after Graduation

HASHIMOTO Kumiko

To better understand the reality of student life at Tokyo Academy of Music during the war, this
paper aims to clarify the origins and circumstances surrounding students from the Korean Peninsula.
Since 2015, this paper’s author has collected and documented the lives, activities, and circumstances
of those Japanese students who were called to military services while attending Tokyo Academy of
Music. This research led to a new question: what was the situation for foreign students attending
Tokyo Academy of Music? At that time, students from the Korean Peninsula, Republic of China
(Mainland China), Manchuria, Taiwan, Siam (Thailand) were also studying at Tokyo Academy of
Music. Through investigating this university’s documents, as well as historical records from Korea, this
paper focuses on the origins of students from the Korean Peninsula to illuminate the following: the goals
of students while studying at Tokyo Academy of Music, the student life they experienced, if students
were able to avoid the effects of the war or were affected by battle, and the activities they participated
in post-war. Up to now, there has been little research on the documentation of students from the
Korean Peninsula. However, I believe that analyzing the music activities of these students will reveal the
history and relationship between both Japan and Korea during and after the war.

At that time, eleven students were enrolled at Tokyo Academy of Music from the Korean Peninsula.
School records reveal that the enrolled Korean students, just like the Japanese students, studied,
performed and went on performance tours while enhancing each other’s future music activities. Before
the war, these Korean students would return home; some becoming active within the Republic of
Korea while one defected to North Korea for career promotion. Furthermore, another student studied
at the Paris Conservatory and later worked in America. There are also students who contributed to
military music. However, because these Korean students took on Japanese names while enrolled their
activities after leaving Japan are mostly unknown because their real names are lost. Furthermore, the
information on those who returned to North Korea does not exist in South Korea.

After losing the war, the relationship between Japan and Korea, as well as the state of the Korean
Peninsula itself, changed. However, it is clear that these Korean students became the leaders of the
musical scene in both North and South Korea because they took advantage of those things learned at
Tokyo Academy of Music. Future research should investigate the relationship of education in Japan to

more deeply understand the contents of activities and compositions after the war.
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