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From Kindangi to Kintanki: The background of the plots of
Fuuryuu Sangokushi and Keisei Kintanki and the actual religious

debates between the sects

SUGIMOTO Kazuhiro

Fuuryuu Sangokushi (1708) by Nishizawa Ippuu and Keisei Kintanki (1711) by Ejima
Kiseki share a feature in that they both compare lectures by Buddhist monks and debates
between different Buddhist sects to a man’s love for a woman of pleasure or a male prostitute.
Previous studies have pointed out that Buddhist lectures and debates were utilized in these
works because they were prevalent at the time. The purpose of this paper is, however, to
clarify that the feature both works share is derived from specific social movements and
incidents, not from prevalent Buddhist lectures or debates at that time.

From 1707 to the following year, the Jodo sect began to engage in extreme criticism of the
Nichiren sect in Edo. The shogunate tried to stop this, but the Jodo sect attacked the Nichiren
sect more intensely. Eventually in May 1708, the shogunate punished one hundred bonzes
belonging to the Jodo sect. At the same time, important works based on the controversy
between the two sects were published in Edo. One was Kindan Nichiren Gi published by
Tamaoki Jirobee, who had his store in front of the gate of the Zoujou-ji Temple, and the other
was Kindan Nichiren Gi Nukigaki published by Yorozuya Seibee, who had a close relation-
ship with Hachimonjiya Hachizaemon, the publisher of Keisei Kintanki. These pieces of
information were quickly transmitted to Kyoto. Based on such information, Ippuu construct-
ed a plot by comparing religious debates between the Jodo sect and the Nichiren sect of the
previous year in Edo to the love of a woman of pleasure and a male prostitute respectively, and
he completed Fuuryuu Sangokushi in 1708.

In the following year, a Jodo monk named Ryoukai, who was punished by the shogunate,
appeared in Kyoto and doggedly began to attack the Nichiren sect. At that time, Nichidatsu,
who was an excellent monk of the Nichiren sect in Kyoto, argued against him. Ryoukai and
Nichidatu disputed several times, which resulted in publications. The enthusiastic contro-
versy of the two sects in Edo two years earlier was repeated in Kyoto, and based on intense
engagement, Keisei Kintanki was finally completed by Ejima Kiseki. The word Kintanki in
the title is a parody of Kindangi, which means Kindan Nichiren Gi and symbolizes the attack

on the Nichiren sect by the Jodo sect.

—138—



This paper concludes that both Fuuryuu Sangokushi and Keisei Kintanki were created

based on these specific incidents and social movements.
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