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Kougei Gijutsu Kousyujyo in Ministry of Education
and Tokyo Fine Arts School

ASAI, Futaba

Kougei Gijutsu Kousyujyo (“Kousyujyo”) was a research institute of industrial craft in
Ministry of Education, which was founded in 1940. This paper clarifies the background of the
establishment of Kousyujyo, activities of Kousyujyo and how Kousyujyo activities were passed
on to the next generation after Kousyujyo closure.

In the process of Ministry of Commerce promoting export craft promotion policy in order
to get foreign currency in wartime, Ministry of Education was researching industrial crafts
which was the main export product. Mainstream at Bikou Department of Craft which had
been controlled by Ministry of Education was products highly focused on skill so Ministry
of Education newly established Kousyujyo. Then Kousyujyo researched industrial crafts
that were practical mass-produced daily goods through practical training such as ceramics
lecture. It was significant for Bikou to start research on industrial crafts as new area, through
Kousyujyo since Bikou had focused on art industries. After 10 years of activity, Kousyujyo was
moved into Geidai Faculty of Fine Arts Department of Craft Section of Craft Planning, which
was established in 1951. Geidai Faculty of Fine Arts Department of Craft Section of Craft
Planning repeatedly reorganized and was finally separated from Geidai Faculty of Fine Arts
Department of Craft and became Geidai Faculty of Fine Arts Department of Design. Ceramics,
which base had been built in Kousyujyo time was handed over to Geidai Faculty of Fine Arts
Department of Craft Section Craft major in 1955.

This paper examines Kousyujyo based on Kousyujyo basic information provided by
previous researchs with points of view of industrial crafts trend in the early Showa period
and wartime. This paper consists of three sections. First, consider Ministry of Commerce
export craft promotion policy and wartime control which could be the background of the new
industrial craft research institute establishment. Second, clarify Kousyujyo activities from start
till closure. Third, confirm how Kousyujyo activities were handed over to Geidai industrial
craft education.
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