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The Condition of Public Kabuki Performance in Colonial Korea:
As Seen from Kabuki-related Articles in Keijo Nippo

KIM lJiesun, SHIKAKURA Yui

In this paper, I clarify the condition of Kabuki in Colonial Korea using Kabuki related
articles that appeared in the indispensable source of information for Japanese living in Korea
at the time, the Keijo Nippo. As these performances shed light on one aspect of the reception
of the performance culture of Japanese living in Korea, I made an investigation into the
significance that they hold for the cultural history of Japan and Korea.

As a corollary to increased immigration of Japanese people to Korea during the period of
colonization, a Japanese community was established. Among the Japanese immigrants to
Korea, there were many musicians (including traditional Japanese musicians) who used Korea
as a base for activities, including performance, education, and writing. Also, there were many
performances by visiting musicians from the Japanese homeland.

In 1876 after the Treaty of Ganghwa, full-scale immigration of Japanese people began, and
when Korea became a colony of Japan, urban areas such as Keijo became the center for this
rapid increase in immigrants. Through this, natives, immigrants, and colonizers began to
coexist, and a different culture emerged as differing lifestyles and social customs intermingled.
The Japanese, as immigrants and colonizers, through the establishment of cultural facilities
such as Kabuki theatres for Japanese use, created an environment in which they could enjoy
the cultural amusements of their native country.

Kabuki was one of the representative traditional performing arts enjoyed by Japanese people
living in Korea. Their high interest in Kabuki, through the representative troupes of the time
such as those of Kataoka Gaddo (Kataoka Nizaemon XII, 1882-1946), Nakamura Senjaku
(Nakamura Ganjird II, 1902-1983) and Matsumoto Koshird VII (1870-1949), led to Kabuki
tours from the Japanese mainland, and Kabuki entertainment became avidly consumed.

The content of the performances was the same as those in Japan. We can see that even
women’s Kabuki, the form of which has disappeared in the current age but did exist for a
period of time in modern Japan, also took place in Korea, and was the same as it was in Japan.

Public Kabuki performances became established in Korea as a relaxing and suitable
entertainment for Japanese living in Korea. Also, at times, Japanese cultural products such
as Kabuki became the impetus for the birth of new Korean culture, and this has implications

for the present-day cultural history of Korea.
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