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Japanese Naval Bands during the Russo-Japanese War in 1904-1905:
A Study of Diaries by Naval Bandmaster Mitsuzo Yoshimoto

TSUKAHARA Yasuko

At the Berlin Conservatory of Music (Die Hochschule fiir Musik zu Berlin) from 1900-1902,
Mitsuzo Yoshimoto (1863-1907), a distinct naval bandmaster during the Meiji-era of Japan,
studied as a “bandmaster student”. After returning to Japan in 1902, he served as the
bandmaster of the IJN Second Battle Fleet’s flagship “Izumo” during the Russo-Japanese War
from January 1904 to March 1905.

This study aims to clarify the activities of Japanese naval bands by examining diaries written
by Yoshimoto from 1904-1905. This study concludes that:

1) During the Russo-Japanese War, the Japanese Navy had six bands attached to the Naval
Base of Yokosuka, Kure, Sasebo, Maiduru and Lushun (Port Arthur), and four bands
attached to the headquarters of each battle fleet. The recruiting and relieving of bands-
men due to disease or promotion was assigned to the band of the Naval Base of Yokosuka,
in consideration of a bandsman’s rank and instrument.

2) During the war, Yoshimoto composed the march “Fall of Port Arthur” in August 1904
and the program music “Battle of the Icy Sea of Vladivostok” in March 1905. In
addition, he frequently asked the bandmasters working at the naval bases to send new
music.

3) The band of the “Izumo” performed during daily duties including maintenance of guns,
officer’s dinner, and approximately once a week while coaling the battleship. Besides
these routine performances, the band occasionally executed the salute towards foreign
battleship and generals, and entertained the fleet crew and their family as well as the
inhabitants at the port.

4) During battle and field operations, the band of the “Izumo” played special music includ-
ing; (1) On Febuary 19" and March 20" of 1904, the band lead the fleet in the singing of
the new military song “Kesshitai wo okuru (Sending off the Death Squad)” and the
sending off the selected corps to the Port Arthur blockade. The band also played the
reception music for the survivors who safely returned to the fleet, as well as the ceremonial
piece of the army and navy, “Inochi wo sutete (Sacrificing Their Lives) for the dead; (2)

The band, who had participated in the fighting, played triumphant music for the fleet
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immediately after the five hours’ fierce Battle of Urusan had finished on August 14, 1904.
5) Biwa (Satsumabiwa and Chikuzenbiwa) and shakuhachi, were also played privately

within the fleet. Naval officers and sailors brought this familiar music with them to the

battlefield.
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