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Compositions for “Songs for the People”: A Case Study of Musical
Compositions Entrusted to Tokyo Academy of Music

NAKATSUJI Maho

Tokyo Academy of Music (Tokyo Ongaku Gakkd) was entrusted with composing many school songs
and “songs for the people” such as city songs, dormitory songs and songs for young men’s associations.
The original materials from these projects from 1907 to 1957 are owned by the University Archive
Center of Tokyo University of the Arts. These materials have been scanned and they build the database
of these projects. This database is expected to be released soon. The outline of these projects is printed
in A hundred years’ history of Tokyo University of the Arts, Section of Tokyo Academy of Music, Volume
2. There are some articles that describe the pedagogical importance and necessity of these school songs.
However, researches that examined the project of Tokyo Academy of Music based on the primary
documents from an analytical perspective considering regional diffusion of the academy or social
background at that time, are few in number.

Taking the prior researches in to consideration, this thesis classified “songs for the people” by the
composer’s name. As a result, this research revealed composers and their activities, based on their
autographs and documents requesting the compositions. This research also studied the social role of
Tokyo Academy of Music in modern Japan. In addition to these investigations, this thesis focused on
compositions such as “songs for sports and physical education” which disseminated following the
framework of the school, as a case that has not been mentioned in the preceding study treating school
songs. This investigation revealed that the songs composed by the Tokyo Academy of Music impacted
the provinces and were recorded in each place.

“Songs for the people” — such as school songs, company songs and city songs — should be
considered in the context of nation-state formation in modern Japan.

Sharing a song in a group and lift a feeling of unity by singing the song — this activity lead to form a
community in modern Japan. In particular, many of the “songs for the people” were composed between
the latter part of the Meiji to the Showa prior to the start of the Second World War, as there was a
political situation which aspire the modernization of the country or a wartime regime. The compositions
which were entrusted to Tokyo Academy of Music, a government-established music academy, suggest a

direction of music education and reflect the music culture in modern Japan.
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